
There is no register of all electively 

home educated children, and there 

is therefore no reason for you to 

take my name and address or any 

other personal information.  If you 

insist on recording personal 

information about me, you will be 

acting contrary to the principles set 

out in the Data Protection Act 1998: 

“2. Personal data shall be obtained 

only for one or more specified 

and lawful purposes, and shall 

not be further processed in any 

manner incompatible with that 

purpose or those purposes.  

3. Personal data shall be 

adequate, relevant and not 

excessive in relation to the 

purpose or purposes for which 

they are processed.”  
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 I am not a registered pupil 

at any school, and am 

therefore not the target of 

your sweep.  I am lawfully 

educated otherwise than at 

school, as permitted by 

Section 7 of the Education 

Act, 1996. 

The powers of police officers 

conducting School Attendance and 

Exclusion Sweeps under Section 16 

of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 

apply only to registered pupils who 

are absent from school without 

authorisation, or to pupils in the 

first five days of a period of 

exclusion from school. 

 

 
Assurances were given in Parliament 

by the government minister proposing 

the introduction of the new powers 

under Section 16: 

“Many children are properly and 

lawfully educated at home and the 

provision would not apply to them.  

A child who is not a pupil at a 

school cannot be absent without 

authority from it. ... The power is to 

be used only with respect to 

children who are absent from 

school without authority.” 

“The exercise of the power relies 

on the constable's having 

reasonable cause to believe that a 

child is absent from school without 

lawful authority.” 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199

798/cmstand/b/st980609/am/80609s08.htm
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